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What should he be ? Everything. The actual social order
is organised for production and in no wise for consump-
tion, or, if you prefer, for individual gain, and in no way
for social needs. The degree of power attainable by
united consumers is not sufficiently realised; their power
is irresistible, especially if it is supposed, as it should be,
that these associations of consumers are recruited, not
only among the working classes, but throughout the
entire nation, including of course the wealthy. From the
day when the co-operative societies could buy the sum-
total of the annual production of France, it is evident they
would be absolutely the masters, not only of commerce,
that goes without saying, but of all productive industries,
and would then have the choice of acquiring them,
eliminating them, or, at least, controlling them. „ . . The
actual economic organisation will undergo a complete
change. Instead of being ruled as it is to-day by the ends
of the producer and individual profit, it will be ruled by
the ends of the consumer and social needs. The pyramid
which stood on its apex, giving it an unstable equilibrium,
will be turned upside down and will henceforth rest on
its base, which will give it a stable equilibrium. Produc-
tion, instead of being master of the market, will again
become, what it should never have ceased to be, the
servant obeying with docility the orders of consumption.
Thus production, working only to order and furnishing
only what is required of it, will produce neither too much
nor too little, except for the errors inherent in all human
estimates, and consequently it should be possible to
forestall all obstruction, overproduction, crisis, unem-
ployment." x
On the national plane the organisation of consumers
will assure the adjustment of production to needs and the
just and equitable price everywhere. Further, under no
pretext of extravagant protection for national industry
must protection be established as a system, of which
Gide readily demonstrates the sophisms. Otherwise
there will be a systematic exploitation of the national
1 La Cooperation, p. 4—12.

